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UISG Media Workshop – Nov. 18, 2022 

Sources for free photos 

 

It is not a good idea to go to the internet and lift out a picture without 
considering the source. You may violate some copyright law, and you may 
pick up some computer viruses. 

Good free sources include Pixabay, Unsplash, and organizations like the 
United Nations and the New York Metropolitan Art Museum (and more and 
more museums are offering a search for public domain art like the Met does). 

Here are some free sites: 

Unsplash https://unsplash.com/ 

Pixabay https://pixabay.com/ 

Others: 

Metropolitan Museum of Art: 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!?perPage=20&searchFi
eld=All&showOnly=openAccess&sortBy=relevance&offset=0&pageSize=0 

Ministry of the Arts (www.ministryofthearts.org) is a free online digital 
resource  

United Nations: 
https://dam.media.un.org/CS.aspx?VP3=DamView&VBID=2AM94SCXBEN&F
R_=1&W=1280&H=577 

https://climatevisuals.org 

https://blush.design/ 

https://www.humaaans.com/ 
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https://freeillustrations.xyz/ 

https://www.blackillustrations.com/ 

 

Wikimedia Commons is a commonly used place to search for free pictures, 
but not all in Wikimedia are free. And note that just because something is 
labeled Public Domain does not mean it is — someone may have just labeled 
it that way. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Images    

More reliable are photos uploaded with a Creative Commons license — 
though you should click through and check the terms. You will find Creative 
Commons licensed work on Wikimedia and places like Flickr. When you use 
something from Creative Commons, that doesn't "belong" to you — that is 
permission given to you by the creator. If it says Creative Commons, it is free 
but sometimes comes with the conditions that you give credit to the creator 
and/or you don't use it for commercial purposes. So check the terms. 
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